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Fandom and Fictionality after the So
A Computational Study of AO3

Aarthi Vadde — (bio) and Richard Jean 5o — (bio)

Abstract

Web-based fanfiction is an increasingly important species of modern fiction that is
platform Archive of Our Own [AO3) as our case study, we combine close reading an
Our approach models a rapprochement between literary studies and fan studies, of

fanfiction, and empirical forms of reader response.

Fictionality is an amorphous concept. Fiction is not a genre in the formal or inst
verification but nonetheless makes a truth claim on the world. J. M. Coetzee, fol
as “fictions™ not necessarily to evade the constraints of the novel but to pitch hi
authorial self {Coetzee) and the invented character (Elizabeth Costello, J. C., Jol
location of fiction itself is confined to the cerebral spaces of the book and the g

But what happens when the location of fiction moves outside of these curric
fiction change when fans are doing the writing, as opposed to professional nov
interrogations of fictionality are more self-reflexive than outward-facing and co|
readers of fiction. This essay explores the affordances of fictionality from the pd
texts when they become paraliterary writers of fan fiction on the social Web."

Fan fiction is the textual means by which fans assert their imaginative power,

this practice has grown exponentially since the birth of Web-based fan fiction s

about author-reader relations and has illuminated the myriad ways in which re
anachronistically apply to pre-twentieth century reading cultures, literary schol
and appropriative creativity that amplify the social and participatory dimensions of fictionality.”

PDF& X K

Fandom and Fictionality

v
I .
™ after the Social Web:
A Computational Study
of AO3
Aarthi Vadde and Richard Jean So
Abstract: Web-based fanfiction is an increasingly important species of modern
fiction that is necessary to understanding contemporary literary culture in a
multimedia world. Using the Harry Potter fandom on the platform Archive of

Our Own (AO3) as our case study, we combine close reading and computa-
tional analysis to examine the narrative features of fanfiction and the rhetori-
cal commentary surrounding it. Our approach models a rapprochement be-
tween literary studies and fan studies, offering a new data-driven method for
analyzing the relationship between traditionally published fiction, web-based

fanfiction, and empirical forms of reader response.

pn the

ngit.

chews
nertime (2009)
veen the

oretical

Ho the uses of
r postmodern
bacities of

cherished

pularity of
d old debates
itself can only

ative reading

Take a reader’s desire to adapt existing fictional characters into their own stories. Eighteenth-century readers reused characters in their own fictions, and indulged practices of “imaginative
expansion” (Brewer 2) around protagonists such as Pamela Andrews, Lemuel Gulliver, and Tristram Shandy. Sociable reading communities developed around their sequels, detours, and tales of
further adventure: however. popular practices of borrowing and reuse infringed on the perceived moral rights of authors to protect the integrity of their original creations. which were described

LEOHTMUERA e xR RrL £,

Share
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1. See Emre, Micir and Vadde, and Majumdar and Vadde for previous studies of readers and writers who have

thrived outside of academic protocols of literariness while also helping to put those protocols in perspective.

2. See, for example, Birkhold’s Characters Before Copyright: The Rise and Regulation of Fan Fiction in Eighteenth-
Century Germary, which uses the term “fan fiction™ to describe how readerly practices of rewriting published
stories affected the eighteenth-century book trade. Birkhold explains how “customary norms” (111) arose
around readers’ unauthorized fictions and constituted an informal intellectual property regime comprised of

“rights, trespass norms, exceptions, and enforcement mechanisms.”
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impersonal foundation of source fictionality. However, we have yet to develop an empirical account of how ships forge collective bonds among individual pleasure seekers. In an interview with
renowned science fiction and slash fic writer Joanna Russ, Alison Piepmeier asserts that “characters are not there for each other, they're entirely there to create erotic bonds between the
women who are writing and reading the stories. They're explicitly there for us.” Romantic character pairings exist as secrets between female-identifying fans, and the remove created by their
fictionality (characters “are not there for each other”) paradoxically generates the real-world intimacy of their surrounding readerships. Fanfic has not so much done away with the notion of
private reading as completely entangled it with notions of intersubjectivity. As David Kurnick argues, “character-being is conditioned by fiction’s media format” (54) and an awareness of that
format reveals the “massiness” of the reading public as “structurally integral to the idea of fictional character.” Web-based fanfic tells us that character attachments are vectors for grounding the
abstract mass or “massiness” of the public in actually existing communities of readers who share more crowd-based conceptions of eroticism than the couple form of romance fiction usually
enables. [End Page 15]

Online fan fiction platforms regularly generate feelings of closeness that come from the aggregation of many readers affirming each other’s contributions to a cocreated fictional world. To
understand how the intimacy and social cohesion of fandom forms at scale, we returned to the HP fandom to study the interactions among users. We assembled a dataset of approximately
150,000 comments made in response to HP fan fiction stories written by our power users. AO3 does not have a private messaging feature, which means that authors and readers respond to one

another in full view of other users of the website.

Based on our qualitative reading of a small sample of our corpus of comments, we identified three major categories: brief appreciation {expressions of thanks or love under 10 words);
absorbed {comments that conveyed immersion and love); and critical (comments that treated fanfic analytically as a constructed artifact). Next, two research assistants manually tagged a
much larger, random sample of comments (~30,000) based on a set of criteria we devised for each category. Last, we used a machine learning classification algorithm to bootstrap from our
hand-annotated sample to tag the remaining comments so that all of the ~150,000 comments were labeled.”” In sum, 39.3% of the comments were identified as brief appreciation, 37.6% were

marked as absorbed, and 23.1% were marked as critical.”®

Click for larger view

View full resolution
—

Chart 1.

A pie chart representation of the percentage of comments allotted to each @atd

While our categorical frameworks occasionally blur together, they re
seem cursory [End Page 16] at the level of an individual comment but
void and that the terms of sociability in this virtual space are driven b

that goes into creating a story-driven social space in which readers tak

Absorbed and critical comments tell us mare about the rhetoric of i
present tense as if they were real people (for example, a commenter a

haven't even seen her yet!”).>* Performing one’s absorption becomes :

Chart 1.

A pie chart representation of the percentage of comments allotted to each category; BA refers to “brief appreciations,”

A refers to “absorbed,” and C refers to “critical”
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The Metallurgical Meaning of N)pPnN in Biblical Hebrew

Nissim Amzallag and Shamir Yona

Abstract

An examination of the word anD in four biblical occurrences (Gen 34:23; Josh 22:8; Ezek 38:12-13; and 2 Chr 14:14) reveals that it may be interpreted as "cattle
emendations and disregard of the structure, rhetorical pattern, and literary and historical contexts of the verses. Alternately, it is shown that inconsistencies and/o
four instances, after HJPD is identified as denoting raw metal. This metallurgical meaning ofngr;’m , explicitly evoked in Josh 22:8 and Ezek 38:12-13, is also su
derived from gny and its closely related roots, qyn and gn®. The disregard of such a meaning, evidenced from the Septuagint to modern scholarship, confirms that

the Bible was forgotten in the time interval between the redaction of the book of Chronicles and the Greek translation of the Bible.

HTML%EH—_\,WU (Manoa) 1. INTRODUCTION

IFTAT 7=

SIMREEERIUER
=3

=S N U= <F ¢ AUt R == = S

In Biblical Hebrew, i13j21 is one of many terms for which no semantic ambiguity is recognized. All translators, from the Septuagint to our contempo
seventy-five biblical occurrences as designating cattle or livestock.” This meaning is indeed unambiguously expressed in many biblical occurrences c
general meaning ofn__."yi)ﬂ as "livestock."? Some of them extend its meaning to "real property" (as in Gen 49:32) or to other forms of possession.” Fro

NP denoted a possession before being essentially attached to possession of [End Page 7] cattle for cultural reasons inherent to the ancient way «

Another meaning of 3j273 has been recently identified in Gen 4:20. It is deduced from examination of the Cain genealogy exposed in Genesis 4, w

Ad ANAS NO) Ne farner o AlTle Kegene ) genea
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